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Armco in Merger
Arnco Steel Corp. of Mul- of Armco stock outstanding 

dlelown. Ohio, and the \ation-.will he approximately 14.700,- 
al Supply ,Co.. Pittsburgh. IV. '. 400. of which Nalional Sup- 
A-ill merge Wednesday under, ply's 12.000 stockholders will 
terms announced April 17 by : become owners of roughly 2H> 
R, L. Gray, president of! million shares. Kxchancc- of

id. "The new cor- 
por.ile alliance will briiv* to- 
gel her two companies whose 
activities coniDicmcnt one an­ 
other well. We believfe that 
this merger will benefit cus-

Armco.
Announcement nf the mer­ 

ger followed immediately after 
voting by stockholders rf the

stock will be in I he ratio of (outers, employes, stockhold- 
one share of National stock for t-rs. ;nid the general public 
85 shares of Armco stock. ;il''-e." 

Companies Join
Armco President R. L. Gray,

respective companies. Shares announcing merger of the two

Congratulations
To The

Torrance Herald
On Its

44th Anniversary

We at Hi-Shear and Transland are proud to 
play a role in the industrial growth of the City 
of Torrance and in the development of the Tor­ 
rance Municipal Airport. We bring to Torrance 
a portion of Southern California's biggest busi­ 
ness, the aircraft and missile industry.

Our high strength fasteners at Hi-Shear are 
used by every major airframe manufacturer in 
the nation for military and commercial aircraft 
and principal missiles.

Transland is the largest producer in the nation 
of equipment for aerial dust and spray aircraft 
and in addition is producing the Ag-2 airplane 
designed expressly for agricultural and for­ 
estry work.

Our fasteners and agricultural aircraft prod­ 
ucts have been developed by the skilled talents 
of our employees, all residents of the City of 
Torrance and neighboring communities.

HI SHEAR
RIVET TOOL COMPANY

and

TRANSLAND AIRCRAFT
located at 

Torrance Municipal Airport

I Armco is the seventh largest 
steel producer in the United 
States. With home offices in 
Middlctown. Ohio. Armco op­ 
erates nine steel plants in six 
states, conducts six other ma­ 
jor operations including coal 
and iron mining, and has 50 
subsidiary companies. It also 
owns 17 plants and warehouses 
in foreign countries and has 
41 sales offices in the United 
States.

Armco's net sales in 1957 
amounted to $776.736,401. 

Many Products
Its products are maify and 

highly diversified. Steel and 
the products of steel include 
carbon, alloy, stainless sheet, 
strip and plate, stainless bar 
and wire, structurals, reinforc­ 
ing bar, bolts, nuts, nails, wire 
products, pipe, tubing, pipe 
systems, prefabricated build­ 
ings, tanks, and steel for autos, 
planes and missiles.

As the National Suuply Co., 
world's largest manufacturer 
of oil field machinery and 
equipment, becomes a subsidi­ 
ary of the Armco Steel Corp., 
it brings to the corporate alli- 
ance seven manufacturing 
plants, including the Torrance 
facility. 131 field stores, and a 
w o r 1 d-w i d e distribution of 
drilling and production equip­ 
ment. These stores are scat­ 
tered throughout the United 
States and Canada, and with 
several in South America. 

Oil Field Sales
Its oil field sales divisions 

include a Canadian division 
and an export division with 
subsidiary companies in Mexi­ 
co and in Venezuela, South

America. National had net 
sales In 1957 in excess of $300 
million.

After effective date of mer­ 
ger. Nalional Supply will con­ 
duct its business under that 
name and with substantially I 
the same personnel. '

Although Nalional Supply, 
was incorporated in 1894, the j 
Torrance plant operation had ;
its origin in another branch of was j. R. Higgins Sr., founder 
the family, beginning about nt „;„„,;,,, „_(„,, „„., „,,,„ ,,„
1900. (This was also th j^.^ , ., , , . .- family operated industry

Higgins Brick 
Major Supplier 
To Contractors

One of Tornmcc's most pro­ 
lific industries probably WHS in 
the mind of an industrious 
bricklayer who came to Cali­ 
fornia from Iowa in 190!). He

(This was also the year 
when Armco was founded).

At that time, a small com­ 
pany called the Union OH Tool 
Co. was operating in Santa 
Paula and Los Angeles. This 
company, in 1908 merged with 
Uie American Engineering and 
Foundry Co. and took the 
name Union Tool Co. This was 
the first merger which was to 
be significant later to the Tor­ 
rance plant, when in 1912 the 
company moved to its new site 
in Torrance.

Firms Merge
The second merger occurred 

in 1920 when the Union Tool 
Co. was absorbed by the Na­ 
tional Supply Co. The Torrance 
plant had from its inception, 
played a vital role in the de­ 
velopment of the drilling in­ 
dustry.

Now, with the parent com­ 
pany becoming allied with 
Armco, National's Torrance 
plant will play a part in the 
third merger in its 58 year his­ 
tory. The plant is generally 
conceded to be the largest 
completely integrated ma­ 
chinery manufacturing' plant 
in the west.

While its principal products 
are oil field machinery and 
equipment, the plant also pro­ 
duces ordnance material, air­ 
craft parts, and forgings, cast­ 
ings, and machinery for many 
industrial uses.

In its new alliance, manage­ 
ment looks forward to a con­ 
tinuing growth of the Torrance 
plant.

TWO-YEAR-OLD FIRM 
ASSISTS INDUSTRIES

A two-year-old-firm which Is 
growing with the area is John 
Popovich and Associates, In­ 
dustrial advertising firm, 
which will move into new and 
larger quarters on May 1.

The partners, John Popovich 
and John Stuteville, both of 
whom have considerable adver­ 
tising agency experience, re­ 
port that their billings are 
doubled over last year's and 
anticipate further growth this 
year.

New Home
Having outgrown its present 

location at 1733 Border Ave., 
the firm will move to the top 
suite of offices in the new

Tor-Woolley Building, 2271 
ranee Blvd., on May 1.

The firm began by produc­ 
ing brochures for industry and 
has since added complete ad­ 
vertising and marketing serv­ 
ices for the use of its clients. 

Industry Aided
"Our function is to help in­ 

dustry effectively reach its 
market," said Stuteville. "We 
do this by preparing catalogs, 
brochures, mailing lists, and 
general campaigns for our 
clients. We have a staff of di­ 
versified specialists who com­ 
bine their knowledge. We are 
the personal representative of

that has grown since 1029 into 
one of the largest and most 
important of Its kind in South­ 
ern California.

The company now operates 
three yards with headquarters 
at 2217 W. 174th St. on a 22- 
acre site. Other plants are lo­ 
cated at 2600 Colorado St. In 
Santa Monica and at 4700 Ro- 
mona Ave. in Monterey Park. 
A site of 126 acres for another 
Higgins yard recently was ac­ 
quired near Chino.

Today the company is head­ 
ed by Mrs. Mamie Higgins, wid­ 
ow of the founder as president, 
her two sons, J. R. "Boh" Hig­ 
gins Jr. and Walter T. who 
serve as vice presidents and 
Mrs. Winifred Higgins Lough- 
borough, secretary-treasurer.

Vast Output
Present capacity of the com­ 

pany is approximately 16 mil­ 
lion bricks per year. Because 
of the seasonal character of 
the business employment fluc­ 
tuates but, presently, is mov­ 
ing upward to, meet the de­ 
mand of numerous big struc­ 
tures in Torrance and the Los 
Angeles area. An idea of the 
magnitude of the company's 
operation may be understood 
by its $250,000 annual gas bill 
incurred in the outdoor baking 
process.

Higgins products will go into 
the construction of many of 
the buildings at the new Del 
Amo shopping center. The new 
Tishman building on Wilshire 
is one of the larger buildings 
using Higgins bricks as well as 
a new State building at the 
Civic Center.

"There is no section of the 
country with a greater future 
than Southern California," J. 
R. Higgins Jr., observes. "Busi­ 
ness is good in our industry 
and there is every prospect 
that it will be better. We feel 
that it is a time for justified 
optimism. Anyone who sells 
Southern California and the 
U. S. A. short is only harming 
himself. We can all look for­ 
ward to better and better 
times in California."

HIGGINS HEADQUARTERS . , . Torrance office of the Higgins Brick and Tile Co. at 
2217 W. 174th St. from which the company's operations arc controlled. Here company 
officials have their offices which also serve as unique and interesting showcases for the 
use of brick on walls and fireplace*.

POPULAR SPOT . . . Civic organizations from throughout the Torrance area enjoy the 
clvic-mindedness of the owners of Higgins Brick and Tile Co. Here is an interior view of 
the special recreation building at the Higgins office which Is regularly used by Boy Scouts 
and other organizations. Use of the quarters is free and there is no restriction other than 
the responsibility of the users. It has been the site of political meeting of both major 
parties, of local groups, church organizations representing every creed   and even for 
fashion shows.

our client and bring all our 
specialized stkills to bear on 
his marketing job."

The firm now is conducting 
advertising programs for in­ 
dustry and the South Bay area.

KEEPING. IN STEP WITH THE PROGRESS OF TORRANCE, 
GLIDE EASY MANUFACTURING CONTINUES TO GROW IN 
THE FIELD OF SUPPLYING INTRICATE AIRCRAFT PARTS 
AND SPECIAL DESIGN TOOLS AND MACHINERY TO MAJOR 
AIRCRAFT COMPANIES THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES 
AND CANADA.

Modern Job Shop Spar Milling   Duplicating   
Designers and Builders of Special Machines and Machine Tools

GLIDE EASY MFG.
' 551 SOUTH ARLINGTON AVENUE 

TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA

Glide Easy Specializes in 
Precision   Machined Material

Under the guidance of do the finest aircraft spar mill-
George B. McWilliams, presi­ 
dent, and Frank Van De Water, 
general plant manager, Glide 
Easy Manufacturing has ex­ 
panded rapidly in the supply­ 
ing of precision machined air­ 
craft parts to major. aircraft 
companies throughout the 
United States and Canada, and 
now occupies 72,000 square 
feet of building space at 551 S. 
Arlington Ave. in Torranco.

Glide Easy specializes in in­ 
tricate spar milling, duplicat­ 
ing and profiling, most of 
which is accomplished on spe­ 
cial machines designed by Van 
De Water, who is also chief 
plant engineer* and sales mana­ 
ger for the firm.

Makes Weird Shapes
One partcular machine, de­ 

signed and patented by Glide 
Easy, is called the Swarf Mill. 
This machine turns out weird 
shapes of machined products 
to an exact accuracy that con­ 
forms to the foreward ap­ 
proach and ahead in this mod­ 
ern age of advanced planning 
and production.

The rise-and-fall spar mills 
were designed and built by I 
Glide Easy to increase produc- j 
tion and improve quality, along 
with special attention to the 
simplicity of operation and 
tooling. These are huge rugged | 
machines of high speed pro­
duction that are conceded to ' space.

ing in the country.
Develops New Products

A new product of Glide Easy 
is now also on the market—the 
G.E.M. milling machine vise, 
another design of Van De Wa­ 
ter. This vise was created to 
meet the needs of machine 
production where holding de­ 
vices of enormous rigidity are 
required for accurate machin­ 
ing and where elimination of 
vibration greatly increases the 
life of cutting tools.

Booth vise jaws are adjust­ 
able are their opening capacity 
is about double that of stand­ 
ard mill vises. The husky jaws 
will not wear of move out of 
square under severe loads. All 
G.E.M. vises are matched—the 
thickness of the vise beds are 
hardened and ground to a tol­ 
erance ,0003th of an inch plus 
or minus — for multiple vise 
setups.

Fixture Costs Reduced
The unique design of the 

G.E.M. vise also reduces the 
cast of special fixtures. By us­ 
ing cast aluminum bars be­ 
tween the vise jaws — bolted 
either to the jaws or the vise 
bed and machined to the de­ 
sired shape—creates a perma­ 
nent, inexpensive fixture of 
exact precision that will not 
warp, thus providing a sub­ 
stantial saving on setup time, 
tooling costs, and storage

The G.E.M. vise Is expected 
to receive an enthusiastic ac­ 
ceptance by the machine trade. 
Glide Easy uses more than 200, 
of these vises in their Torrance' 
plant — an important part of 
their success in modern job 
shop machining.

Most of Glide Easy person­ 
nel is made up of top engi­ 
neers, toolmakers, and skilled 
machinists who have been 
with the company for many 
years. The very best in ma­ 
chine equipment and tooling, 
combined with highly trained 
engineers and machine opera­ 
tors go hand in hand with the 
integrity and reputation of this 
expanding company.

Hair Named to Ryan 
Board of Directors

Arthur J. Hair of Los An/ 
geles has been named to the 
board of directors of the Ryan 
Aeronautical Co. to fill the 
vacancy created by the recent 
resignation of Melvin H. Lock- 
ett, according to T, Claude 
Ryan, president.

Hair is a veteran tax attor­ 
ney and has been prominent in 
Southern California business 
and professional circles for 
many years. Lockett, who is a 
partner in the accounting firm 
of Mattison, Thomas and Lock­ 
ett, has served as Ryan board 
member since 1950.

FIRST IN THE NATION
' AUTO CLUB • FARMERS • STATE FARM • ALLSTATE

  .   AND OTHERS  

For the fin! time anywhere In the nation the leading automobile Insurance
companies have given their approval to a Body Shop for

Insurance-covered repairs.

1768 W. CARSON STREET TORRANCE

ft I


